Diverticular disease of the cecum and ascending colon. A review of 881 cases.
A total of 881 cases of diverticula of cecum and the ascending colon were reviewed, including 30 new cases at the authors' institution. The average patient age was 43.6 years. The preoperative diagnosis was correct in only 7 per cent of the cases. Appendicitis accounted for 68 per cent of the preoperative diagnoses. Even at the time of surgery, the diagnosis was correct in only 58.7 per cent. Carcinoma was incorrectly diagnosed in 37.2 per cent. Operative procedures varied markedly. Diverticulectomy was performed in 28.2 per cent of the cases, 3.6 per cent had invagination of the diverticula, and 37.6 per cent had right hemicolectomy. The overall mortality rate was 2.5 per cent. The authors advocate local resection of the diverticulum, when possible, and a right hemicolectomy or segmental resection when the diagnosis is in doubt or when local resection or invagination will jeopardize the ileocecal valve or the blood supply to the intestine.